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the happiness of the subjects who were his, but who never
would own him as their liege lord and sovereign. No more
splendid and disinterested example of self-sacrifice exists
in human history than the spectacle of this King of Eng-
land who scorned to seek to compel unwilling homage. It
was indeed the act of a king.
After the technical assumption of sovereignty, His
Majesty made no further claim.1 He did not hesitate to
use his regal style on monuments which he erected in his
Sub-Urban Diocese, or in similar places: but he was con-
tent to be called the Cardinal-Duke of York, as before,
though 'all the world knew him as he really was, and
invariably accorded the respect due to him as a prince of
the church. There was, however, one notorious exception.
The chivalrous nation of France, which formerly had re-
venged itself on the Lord Alexander P.P. VI by attacking
Madonna Giovanna de' Catanei and Madonna Giulia
Orsini nata Farnese, was just as ready now to srike at, the
old and helpless; and it is to the shameful atrocities of
France that England owes the noble action of a Borgia in
regard to the last of the Royal House of Stewart.
It has been said that Cardinal Stefano Borgia was at
Padua in the autumn of 1799 while the regicidal armies of
the French Consulate were earning infamy by ravaging the
pontifical states. From Padua His Eminence indited a
private letter, dated the fourteenth of September, 1799,
addresssed to an English baronet, one Sir John Coxe
Hippisley, at Grosvenor Street, London, which will tell a
tale. The Cardinal wrote as follows, in beautiful Italian
with the incorrect spelling of a gentleman born:
1 By his last will and testament, Cardinal King Henry IX be-
queathed his rights in the English Crown to the'descendants of
Anna Maria d'Orleans, (daughter of Henrietta Stewart, and niece
of King Charles I,) who married Duke Vittoramadeo of Savoja;
from whom descends—not the Bavarian Princess of the Order of
the White Rose, but—King Vittoremanuele III of Italy.

